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Christmas agenda
• Did you know?
• Quiz & prizes
• Say goodbye annoying things
• Adverts
• Paywalls

• Be a master of efficiency
• Cut and paste

• Keeping out of trouble
• Web forms without tears
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u3a• Augusta Ada King
10 December 1815 – 27 November 1852

• Countess of Lovelace also known as Ada 
Lovelace (not Linda!)

• An English mathematician and writer 
chiefly known for her work on Charles 
Babbage's proposed mechanical general-
purpose computer, the Analytical Engine. 
She was the first to recognise that the 
machine had applications beyond pure 
calculation. Ada Lovelace is often 
considered to be the first computer 
programmer.
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• Grace Brewster Hopper

December 9, 1906 – January 1, 1992
• An American computer scientist, 

mathematician, and United States 
Navy rear admiral
• She was a pioneer of computer 

programming
• What computer language was she 

the mother of?
• COBOL
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Let’s lighten 
things up

• Advertising 
steals and 
wastes our 
time
• Solution for 

computers and 
phone
• Free
• Fit and forget
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Quiz time

•What is the easiest way to replace text?
•New text reveals that Arthur manages 
computers for Father Christmas
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Keep out of trouble

• For your doctor’s surgery, you 
spend five minutes typing your 
symptoms
• You press ‘submit’
• The website crashes
• Grrrrr
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Keep out of trouble when entering data on 
the internet
• Avoid spending ages typing into a form using your web browser
• You press ‘submit’
• The website crashes
• Grrrrr

• Instead, first write long text into
a note, then paste it into the
web form
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u3aA tip – Microsoft Word
• All you can achieve
• Now is the time
• Do it now
• You can do it
• Indicate before 
turning
• So and so
• All change
• Thank you
• Win every time
• In we go
• Take your time

• All you can achieve
• Now is the time
• Do it now
• You can do it
• Indicate before 
turning
• So and so
• All change
• Thank you
• Win every time
• In we go
• Take your time
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And what do you do?

I delete cookies, your 
majesty
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Let’s read the 
Basingstoke 
Gazette

• Problem: accept 
cookies and adverts 
or buy a 
subscription
• There is a solution!

After we explore legitimate interest
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Legitimate interest cookies

• Legitimate interest is a legal term from GDPR. In short it's any legal 
reason that justifies the need to process your personal data by the 
site. For example, if you order something from an Internet shop, the 
shop's legitimate interest to process your data is the need to 
complete your order.
• However, the legitimate interest concept is often abused by sites and 

they list for example tracking users in order to "protect from fraud" 
as legitimate interest. If there is an option to turn this off, turn off 
whatever is possible. If there is something that is really needed for 
the site to function, you won't be able to turn that off.
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Avoid distracting items – non Apple devices

Browser extensions
for PC and Android phones
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Let’s distribute the remaining prizes

• What is the chemical formula for snow?
• Which famous scientist was born on Christmas Day 1642?
• Gold was one of the gifts bought by the Magi, what is the chemical symbol?
• What spacecraft was lost on Mars on Christmas Day 2003?
• Out of which metal are most bells made from?
• What is the name for a baby turkey?
• The plant Viscum album is better known as what Christmas favourite?
• What colour is the egg of a robin?
• Which scientist is widely credited as having the first electric Christmas lights?
• Which creature Rangifer Tarandus is often featured on Christmas cards?
• Which scientist initiated the first Royal Institution Christmas lecture in 1825?
• With what colour flame does Brandy burn?
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Christmas quiz – for remaining prizes
• What is the chemical formula for snow?
• H2O
• Which famous scientist was born on Christmas Day 

1642?
• Isaac Newton
• Gold was one of the gifts bought by the Magi, what 

is the chemical symbol?
• Au
• What spacecraft was lost on Mars on Christmas Day 

2003?
• Beagle 2
• Out of which metal are most bells made from?
• Bronze
• What is the name for a baby turkey?
• Poult
• The plant Viscum Album is better known as what 

Christmas favourite?

• Mistletoe
• What colour is the egg of a robin?
• Blue
• Which scientist is widely credited as having the first 

electric Christmas lights?
• Thomas Edison
• Which creature Rangifer Tarandus is often featured 

on Christmas cards?
• Reindeer
• Which scientist initiated the first Royal Institution 

Christmas lecture in 1825?
• Michael Faraday
• With what colour flame does Brandy burn?
• Blue
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Computer Group 2026 kick-off

Tue 13 Jan 

2026

2-4pm

Beginner 

topic

Mastering 

gestures 

and basic 

functions on 

your phone

Beginners

Intermediates

Windows PC
Apple Mac

Linux

Android 

phone

Apple iPhone

This session is absolute beginner 

level.

Looking for an easy way to find 

your way around a phone or 

tablet (your new Christmas device 

perhaps?) and get common stuff 

done. We will explain everything 

from screen gestures to button 

shortcut and core apps.

Speakers: Ken and Andy
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