
Andy Shaw
U3A Computer Group
13th January 2026

Using your 
new phone 

or tablet



All About Android 

• 2008 Google set up an alliance of 84 phone companies 
to develop common software for mobile phones.

• That was everyone except Apple, to compete with the 
iPhone software.

• Microsoft, Nokia and Blackberry tried and failed to do 
their own thing. 



Each Manufacturer has added their own features 
to Android. 
 So they all behave a little differently because 
everyone added their own features.

Samsung Motorola Honor Foldable phones



Common features

• The Home screen

• Organising Apps into folders

• Navigation Bar



Folders



Navigation Bar

Back

Home

Tasks   (Honor/ Huawei/Google pixel)

Tasks (Samsung)



Setting Shortcuts Swipe down top right



Making things easier

Text input options

• Keyboard with/without auto correct.

• Swype/Swiftkey   very fast

•Text SIZE

•Look under Settings (enter text in search bar)



Screen gestures are phone specific

• Screenshot

• Commonly power+volume buttons

• Honor – knuckle tap, S or circle

• Samsung- palm swipe

• Moto – wrist twist or 3 fingers



More useful gestures

• Camera shutter

• Voice activated   “Smile”   Samsung

• Remote gesture – hold up hand, honor



Things I really like (Phone dependant)

Auto power off  - Settings>accessibility   set power off and on 
schedule.  Increases battery life. (Honor phones)

eSIM for mobile data abroad.  Cheap data when travelling
 Settings>mobile network>SIM settings
 Phone dependant feature

Safety calls – Settings>Safety and Emergency
Press power 5 times to make SOS call to contacts.
(Most Android phones)
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